

The most important information

A very famous novel Notre-Dame de Paris was written in 1831 by Victor Hugo, a famous French author. The cathedral is a place where the principal events of the story take place.
Architecture:

Notre-Dame de Paris is a Gothic cathedral. There is the cathedral but also a small parc, two towers and portals. The most famous things of the exterior architecture of the cathedral are the gargoyles. They date back to the middle Ages. 
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Age/ Date of creation:

The first stone of Notre-Dame de Paris was layed in 1163 and the construction has lasted around two centuries.

Interior:
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History:
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Before Notre-Dame de Paris was built, there was an old and big church dedicated to Saint-Etienne. It was destroyed in the middle of the 12th century. 

The first stone of Notre-Dame de Paris was layed in 1163 and the construction has lasted around two centuries.

Between 1163 and 1182, the chancel was built. It was the first period of construction.

The second period of construction started in 1182 and lasted 8 years to 1190. During this period, the nave was started to be installed and the galleries were built.

The third period lasted for 35 years, during 1190 and 1225. They finished the nave.

And to conclude, the fourth period started in 1225 and finished in 1250. During this time, they built the two principal towers. Chancels were fitted out.

Construction carried on until the start of the XIV century.

The cathedral was changed during the XVII and XVIII centuries. The famous architect Soufflot rearranged the principal great door and brought a new sacristy. 

          Jacques-Germain Soufflot

In the XIX century, the cathedral was restored by two architects: Eugène Viollet-le-Duc and Jean Baptiste Lassus. 

The cathedral was protected during the two world wars. During the contemporary period, the restoration’s works carried on, notably with the restoration of the big organ in 1990. 



The cathedral is composed of a nave, a chancel, a transept.





There are three organs in the cathedral: the big organ, which was built in 1401 and is the most important in France and probably the most famous in the world; the heart organ and the positiv organ. 





The three rose windows of the cathedral are masterpieces. 


The most important is the south rose window which was built in 1260. It has a diameter of 12 meters 90 and is 19 meters long. 





The cathedral has stained glasses which are very famous.





There is a series of 76 pictures which pay tribute to Mary, the mother of Jesus.





There are seven chapels in the south of the cathedral and seven chapels in the north. 
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